DMNA Council Meeting Minutes for 9/2/20
6:45 pm, Zoom remote call

IN ATTENDANCE
Kathy Engebretsen, Rachel Fields, Carole Kantor, David Hoffert, Diego Saenz, Josh Napravnik, Lisa Grueneberg, Marie Trest, Marie Nitschke, Peter Gascoyne, Shawn Schey, Ann Sydnor, Dan Prevenas, Tom Huber, Bob Block, Dennis Trest, Sandy Stark, Tag Evers, Brad Boyce, Dave Leeper

PROCEDURAL
· Call to Order: 6:45 p.m.
· Approval of Agenda:  Diego made a motion to approve the agenda and Kathy seconded.  All in favor. Agenda approved.
· Introductions - None
· Minutes:   Diego made a motion to approve the minutes and Carole seconded.  All in favor.  Minutes approved.


ALDER’S REPORT
· Last night’s council meeting lasted until 3:40 a.m.  At last night’s Common Council meeting, the Council approved the hiring of an Independent Police Monitor and the establishment of a Police Civilian Oversight Board.  Today they are soliciting interested people to be on the board. 
· Alder Evers spoke about recent violence and protests.
· There has been no final decision yet on the Monroe Street Library.  It depends on the mayor’s final operating budget, which will come out next month.
· Mutual aid in District 13:  Alder Evers said thank you to all who have helped and all those who continue to ask “what can we do to help?”


TREASURER’S REPORT
Dennis reviewed income and expenses for the month.  The Hornblower ads brought in $3,240 of income.  There was a $25 stop payment fee for a check that was not received by Busch’s Signs.  Dennis completed filing the IRS 990N form. David made a motion to accept the report and Diego seconded.  All in favor.  Report was accepted.


PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The written report submitted by Rachel has been copied below with updates by the secretary, if any, in italics based on the verbal report given during the meeting.

I recently learned that racist flyers have been distributed or left on the ground throughout Dudgeon Monroe in the last week. Obviously this is horrifying and will be on our agenda to discuss. I want to emphasize that Dudgeon Monroe does not tolerate racism and that we believe Black Lives Matter as an organization and community. David represented DMNA on Sunday in a meeting between Alder Evers and local neighborhood representatives, and we will continue to work with District 13 and possibly the rest of the City to ensure that these messages of hatred do not continue to spread. 



AGENDA ITEMS
· Racist flyers in Dudgeon Monroe (David, Marie) - David Hoffert followed the President’s report and gave a summary of the Sunday meeting.  It is requested that if you see a racist sign in our neighborhood, please take it down or pick it up, then email district13cares@gmail.com with details of the sign and where/when you found it, so they can keep track of the situation across our District. You can also write your own message of love, hope, equity or inclusion to replace the racist message if you feel moved to do so.  Marie followed with a quick report on the recent activities of the Anti-Racism Committee which were detailed in the sub-committee report.  Their first event is upcoming on Sept. 22nd:  a Community Dialogue (via Zoom) about the When to Call 911 Guide with Betsey Day, facilitating.  Rachel and David H. discussed and subsequently clarified that the sub-committee needs to get approval from Council for budget amendments, but can otherwise organize itself.  Rachel requested that the committee keep DMNA in the loop as they move forward with things that will express views of DMNA.  

· Edgewood updates (Rachel):  Edgewood is still planning to appeal the Plan Commission decision at the September Common Council meeting as far as we know.  Tag has reached out to Edgewood for an update.

· Social justice committee updates (Bob):  Contributions have been steady for food for kids.  Bob has been able to take several bags over to the collection site every month.  The committee would like to invite a speaker on the topic of affordable housing to speak at one of their meetings.  Alder Evers will help them connect with Jim O’Keefe, and Josh will forward the name of the speaker who was slated to speak at the annual meeting on that topic.  

· Initiatives DMNA can undertake while COVID persists (Ann Clark + everyone):  There was a group discussion on initiatives that may be possible to do during Covid, when other things are not happening.
· Updating neighborhood directory:  The group was hesitant to update the printed directory given that the print directory gets outdated quickly.  An online directory was discussed.  Concerns were raised about information security.  Also it would be a very large project.  It was brought up that some blocks and neighbors have developed ways of being in contact that work well for them using email or other ways.  The group liked the idea of developing a guide to put in the Hornblower about this, highlighting examples of blocks that do it well, in order to encourage more blocks to do the same. 
· Updating the neighborhood plan:  Our neighborhood plan dates from the 1990s, and the Monroe St commercial plan is from 2007.  It was discussed whether it would be a good time to update it. 
· Rachel raised the possibility of doing a collaborative neighborhood creative project focused on the pandemic.  Shawn had created a publication of poetry by neighborhood residents in 2010. Rachel and Shawn will discuss off-line.

· Children’s Park master plan (Sandy)
· Glenwood children’s park has been hit with a series of erosion problems in recent years.  There is interest in creating a new master plan for the park, and Sandy questioned how much DMNA would be willing to support such an effort at this time.  She proposed creating a survey for the neighborhood to gauge how people feel about the park and the value they place on it.  Marie Nitschke volunteered to help Sandy with the survey.  The winter solstice event was also discussed a bit and people generally liked the idea of holding that event this year.  (Note:  Nov 3rd deadline for the winter Hornblower.)
Other Business
· Rachel reported that she has a strong lead on a new social chair.  Stay tuned.
· Diego highlighted that the city clerk’s office will be holding Democracy in the Park events on September 26th and October 3rd where people can return absentee ballots and also register to vote. The nearest participating parks are:  Dudgeon School Park, Wingra Park, Glenwood Children’s Park and Hillington Green Park. 

Carole made a motion to adjourn and Diego seconded.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.


