DMNA Council Meeting Minutes for 3/4/20
6:45 pm, Wingra School Library

IN ATTENDANCE
Daryl Sherman, Tom Huber, Shawn Schey, Carole Kantor, Lisa Grueneberg, Kathy Engebretsen, Marcia Diamond, Sandy Stark, Bob Block, Andy Lams, Peter Gascoyne, Tracy Lewis, Susanna Fischer, Marc Gartler, Dennis Trest, Julia Billingham, Rachel Fields, Diego Saenz, Ann Sydnor, Tag Evers, Marie Trest

PROCEDURAL
· Call to Order:  6:47 p.m.
· Approval of Agenda:  Carole made a motion to approve the agenda and Diego seconded.  All in favor. Agenda approved.
· Introductions:  Pet Peeves
· Minutes:   Shawn had corrections to the minutes related to the Edgewood Liaison meeting notes.  Sandy made a motion to approve the minutes with the corrections from Shawn and Diego seconded.  All in favor.  Minutes approved.


AGENDA ITEM:  Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream at Michael’s Frozen Custard location
· Andy Lams, owner of three Chocolate Shoppe locations, presented his plans for a new Chocolate Shoppe location at the old Michael’s Frozen Custard location on Monroe St.  He displayed a picture of the building exterior as he plans to re-paint and re-brand it, as well as a diagram of new landscaping for the patio.   Someone asked whether the current bike parking will be retained and it will.  Mr. Lams plans simple remodeling of the interior for this year with potentially more next winter.  The location will be open year-round.  The lease is for 3.5 years and then can be extended after that.  Some further questions were asked.  General feedback was positive and enthusiastic.  Mr. Lams is hoping to open by May 1st, but it may be later, such as June 1st.  


ALDER’S REPORT
· Mike Elliott has reached out to have a meeting about the Edgewood conditional use application for lights.
· The City Council voted last night to approve an ordinance change related to dogs in city parks.  With the change, dogs will be allowed in most city parks as long as they are on a six-foot leash.   Alder Evers’ request that dogs on leashes be allowed in Forest Hill Cemetery was also approved. 
· The City Council also gave final approval last night for SSM’s new clinic.
· The owner of The Fit on Monroe St. would like to redevelop their building including the library building next door.  The city is considering this, but there are many other budget priorities. Alder Evers hopes it may happen in the not too distant future.
· Alder Evers has also been working on the Bayview redevelopment project.  

TREASURER’S REPORT
The Hornblower printing costs should be included this month but aren’t.  Julia and Carole will investigate.  The Jazz in the Park stage deposit was paid ($2,050).
· Hornblower printing costs should be in there.
· Jazz in the Park deposit was the only other check written.
· Carole Kantor made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, and Diego Saenz seconded.  All in favor, except Julia abstained.  Report accepted.
· The incoming treasurer, Dennis Trest, introduced himself to the Council, and Julia was thanked for her six years of service.  (Note:  Julia remains treasurer until after the Annual Meeting vote.)

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
All updates will be covered by other agenda items. 


REMAINING AGENDA ITEMS		
· Jazz in the Park request for help with fundraising/canvassing:  The JIP committee has two canvassing sessions scheduled for Thurs. 3/12 and Sat. 3/14 at 10:30 a.m. to solicit donations from Monroe Street businesses.  A sign-up sheet for volunteers was passed around.

· Parks & Garden recruitment:  The chair position remains vacant despite Sandy’s efforts to recruit new volunteers.  Sandy proposed creating a paid volunteer-coordinator position on a limited, short-term basis in an effort to spearhead recruitment.  This coordinator could also look at DMNA volunteer recruitment broadly, as the Social Committee also remains without a chairperson. This was opened up to the group for thoughts.  Sandy made a motion that Sandy and Rachel draft a job description for a paid volunteer-recruitment consultant for DMNA, on a short-term basis, to be approved by the executive committee and then move forward with advertising and hiring for the job once approved.  The budget is not to exceed $1000, and the DMNA policy on needing bids will be reviewed and followed.  Shawn seconded.  All in favor.  Notes:  There is $740 in the contingency fund, and also the Paths, Parks and Social committees have money that could be applied.  It is estimated that $1,000 would allow 50 hours of work.

· Friends of Lake Wingra event on Tuesday, June 16th:  Friends of Lake Wingra is planning to organize a gathering  from 4:00 - 7:30 p.m. at Wingra Boats.  From 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. there would be a potluck and social hour.  From 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. Wingra Boats would offer 50% off boat rentals.  Rachel proposed it be a DMNA gathering as well and that DMNA put a little money towards cookies or similar, out of the Social budget.  Julia made a motion that DMNA support participating in the Friends of Lake Wingra event on Tues., June 16th and provide some potluck items via the Social committee.  Seconded by Sandy.  All in favor.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Social Justice Committee report (Bob Block):  The committee has been in contact with Sheila Stubbs.  There is a shortage of census workers in Dane County; they only have about 40% of the volunteers needed.  It is part-time work for a three-month period of time and the pay is $22 per hour.  Go to 2020census.gov to apply.  The snacks for schools program has given food to four schools so far this year.  Any suggestions to make the program more visible would be welcome.  Anyone who is interested in joining the committee would be welcome.  
· Edgewood next steps:  Steve Krantz, President of the Edgewood High School Board of Trustees reached out to Rachel a few weeks ago asking to meet with her and the president of the Vilas Neighborhood Association, not about the field but to extend an olive branch to the neighborhood.  Rachel replied that all could meet at the regular Liaison committee meeting.  Tag received a request today to meet with Steve and Mike Elliott about Edgewood’s conditional use application.  EHS hasn’t submitted the application yet. There was a group discussion.  DMNA is staying consistent with the council vote taken at the November 2018 meeting  to oppose the stadium, including the addition of lights to the field. The issue is expected to be taken up at the Plan Commission meeting on May 11th.

Sandy made a motion to adjourn, and Diego seconded.  Meeting adjourned at  8:44 p.m.
