DMNA Council Meeting Minutes for 12/4/19
6:45 pm, Wingra School Library
IN ATTENDANCE
Kathy Engebretsen, Pete Gascoyne, Diego Saenz, Daryl Sherman, Tag Evers, Julia Billingham, Lisa Grueneberg, Sandy Stark, Marcia Diamond, Patricia Finn, Tom Huber, Dave Leeper, Josh Napravnik, Rachel Fields, David Hoffert, Marc Gartler, Chuck Erickson, Carolyn Hogg, Susanne Rasmussen Fischer, Carole Kantor, Pat Alea

PROCEDURAL
· Call to Order: 6:45 p.m.  
· Approval of Agenda:  Dave Leeper made a motion to approve the agenda.  Diego Saenz seconded. All in favor.  Agenda approved.
· Introductions:  Favorite holiday traditions
· Minutes:  Julia Billingham made a correction: “checks received” to be changed to “checks written”.
·  Sandy Stark made a motion to approve the minutes, and Diego seconded.  The minutes were approved.  

COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT
Tag Evers introduced Chuck Erickson, our District 13 Supervisor. Chuck said his top issues that he wanted DMNA to be informed about are flooding, the zoo, and the County jail
· Recognizing the drastic effects of the heavy August 2018 rainfall that led to significant flooding of property, Chuck has added a budget item for two new plant cutters that are expected to help manage the lake level.  
· During his first term in 2002, Chuck was appalled at the solitary confinement conditions and the imposition of such a high level of security. With 1100 inmates the County had to send inmates to other counties. With the new sheriff, they reduced the number down to 830 people. Chuck remarked on the very high incarceration rate for people of color. Also, he cited that the older parts of the building were constructed in a way that made it easy for inmates to harm themselves. For example, timed door locks that cannot be overridden represent a safety risk. Recent and contentious negotiations on budget for a new jail have resulted in a $120 M budget line for new construction of a standalone building. 
· Regarding the County Zoo in Vilas Park. Because of the old arrangement with the Zoological Society, which is a non-profit that retained all concession revenues and donations, the County had to negotiate to get some of that money to operate the facility. Negotiations failed, in part because the Society’s goals would have jeopardized accreditation of the Zoo. The Society now operates off-site, but on-site donations are still possible. The budget split for Zoo support is currently City 20% and County 80%.  
· Chuck also remarked on the County 2020 budget items for consolidation of mental health resources ($260 M), for the Bayview Foundation’s plan to construct 101 units of low income housing, and for the Salvation Army homeless center, among several other initiatives that he is promoting. 
· A short Q&A followed about County responsibility for roads.
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Julia distributed the report and remarked on the significant influx of membership monies. 
David Hoffert made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Tom Huber seconded.  All voted in favor, except Julia abstaining. Report accepted.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
In the absence of a social chair, Rachel has been pursuing some social projects.  See details below. 
ALDER’S REPORT 
· The repeal of the Edgewood Master Plan went before the Plan Commission on Nov. 11th and Common Council on Nov. 19th. 
· Alder Tag Evers serves on Zoo commission.
· At the November 11 Plan Commission Meeting and November 19 Common Council Meeting, Tag presented against letting Edgewood out of Master Plan.  The city was not able to make a decision because of insufficient votes.  The matter is referred to next meeting on December 9.  Tag will argue that although it is voluntary to enter into a Master Plan, it is not entirely voluntary to get out of one.  He is planning to argue that Edgewood has been a bad actor, and shouldn’t entirely be trusted.  The chances for release of Edgewood from the plan are 50-50.  It requires a ¾ vote to approve the repeal. There are strong arguments to keep them in the Plan. 
· City recommended engaging with Rural Enterprises for Truman Olson site for new grocery store. 
· The F35 comment session has passed. 6000 comments came in. Community Development Properties is just outside the noise envelope. There is an FAA fund for sound abatement, relocation costs fall on City or County.
· Tag added 500K to the City’s affordable housing fund, it passed.
· An annual issue about adding police passed.  However, Tag preferred using funds to invest in community youth.
· City is playing catchup on leaf collection because of early snow. 
· Crossing flags at West Lawn and Monroe have been added (City contact referred the request to Ann Clark)
AGENDA ITEMS
· Jazz in the Park Chair Suzy Fischer has a volunteer to be a co-chair, Ann Sydnor. Suzy moved and Diego seconded approving Ann as co-chair. The motion passed unanimously.
· Rachel in the role of interim social chair has had conversations with Garth’s Brew Bar owner about hosting a DMNA happy hour early in 2020. DMNA could have a small budget for savory snacks to accompany the drinks (paid by each guest individually). Discussion followed about pros and cons of having a series of such events, their frequency, and their distribution at various parts of Monroe Street.  Such a happy hour event was seen as a good way to attract younger neighbors. David moved to authorize an initial neighborhood happy hour from social budget. Diego seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

· Friends of Lake Wingra contacted Rachel about DMNA co-hosting a salt education forum in January or February, to be led by UW students. There was general agreement to such a no-cost obligation and to promoting the event on DMNA news. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Kathy Engebretsen has sent names of possible social chair volunteers, collected in membership forms, to Rachel.
· Sandy reported on an Arboretum application for an EPA environmental education grant.  It would be a model program for community opinion leaders to work toward storm water control. The Arboretum group is seeking neighborhood people to work on projects. Jake Blasczyk will be the DMNA representative.  
· Carole will send descriptions of Parks & Gardens chair responsibilities to Lisa Grueneberg for posting on DMNA.org.
· Tom Huber reported that the Edgewood liaison committee will meet next week. 
· Sandy moved and Diego seconded a motion to adjourn.
· Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.


